2): DEEN, RELIGION AND ISLAM
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“Deen” (¢#d) is one of the deepest and most misunderstood Arabic—Islamic terms. The word Deen
appears 98 times, sometimes referring to the "Day of Judgment" (Yawm al-Din) or the "way of life"
ordained by God.

U ps 5L 98 o dadl . o oSGl i e iladanal (- ge (Mg (ongd ale a3l ) o oy 5) (5 8 Sl (0l 7
cm L Al a8 B il 00 S ) e e il (SR b (0 s) " a p! g B ) lans ¢

Linguistic (Arabic) Meaning of Deen: (&% S (323 ((25) (Aed

The word Deen comes from the Arabic root & — s — 2 (d-y-n). Classical Arabic lexicons give these core

meanings: ) O — ¢ — 2 3> e O Bild-y-nion (B e g~ o e SeDS . oWl (

(i).Obedience and submission

(i).Law /Ruling/ system / way/course of action

(ii1).Judgment and accountability

(iv)Recompense (reward or punishment)

(v).Authority and governance
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So linguistically, Deen is not just “religion” in the modern sense. It implies:
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A system under authority, in which obedience is required and accountability follows. In other words, Deen

is a system of law, based on balance and justice: it is the universal code of conduct for a decent existence.
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Quran Commands
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Deen in the Qur’an: (22 U old

Rum-30: 30. “So be steadfast in faith (Deen) in all uprightness "O Prophet’—the natural Way of Allah
which He has instilled in "all” people. Let there be no change in this creation of Allah. That is the Straight
Way, (Deen) but most people do not know.” — Dr. Mustafa Khattab
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(of) Allah  (should there be) change No [onit] mankind He has created
in the creation
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(30) know (do) not men most but the correct (is) the religion That

Translation by Maudoodi:
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More Key Verse: :<ul i8S 454
“Master of the Day of Deen” (Qur’an 1:4)
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(4) (of the) Judgment (of the) Day (The) Master
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Here, Deen clearly means “judgment / recompense”, not rituals. ~ «"alail/ahad" - Gllas el 9 1S 003 ¢l
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Another verse: Imran-3:19. ““Indeed, the Deen with Allah is Islam”
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Here, Deen means a complete way of submission to Allah. & =8 ad sl o el S dll allae IS o
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Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:3. “Today I have perfected your faith for you, completed My favour upon you, and
chosen Islam as your way. But whoever is compelled by extreme hunger—not intending to sin—then
surely Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab.
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hunger by (is) forced But whoever (as) areligion [the] Islam for you
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Most Merciful (is) Oft-Forgiving Allah thenindeed tosin inclining (and) not
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No Compulsion in Accepting Deen: -0 s (#95S o =S Jod (2
Surah Al-Baqarah 2:256. “There is no compulsion in Deen.”
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MEANING OF RELIGION: pgda S cula
Linguistic (Arabic) meaning
The word Madhhab (—#X) comes from the root «—+——3 (DH-H-B) meaning:
To go, To take a path, A way or direction. - b Al ) (Ll Al clila
The English word religion usually means:
Beliefs, Rituals, Personal spirituality. -<uila 5 ) (13 «ila gus ) c2ilic
But Deen includes much more: : = Jealé ¢S S (ae (03 05
Law (SharT'ah), Ethics (Akhlaq), Social justice, Governance, Accountability in the Hereafter.
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= That’s why many scholars say: Islam is not just a religion, it is a Deen.
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Why “Religion” # Deen
The Qur’anic concept of Deen cannot be fully translated as “religion” because:
e Religion =private. = Deen = personal + social + political + legal.

e Religion = belief-based. = Deen = belief + obedience + authority + law



Bagra-2:130 And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) except him who
fools himself! Truly, We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be among the
righteous.” [Ibn Kathir]

CERNE I T 13 I R RO S R
fooled who except (of) Ibrahim (the)religion from will turnaway And who
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in andindeedhe theworld in Wechosehim Andindeed himself
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(130) therighteous  surely (willbe)  the Hereafter
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In summary, Deen is the comprehensive system (Islam) ordained by God for the entire life of humanity,
whereas Religion is usually a restricted term focusing on individual, ritualistic, and spiritual connections
to God. S ¢ 2 LELS e ol S uilidl (55 e Ciph (S 13 gn o (2Dll) s mals Sl (0 S g madla
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Meaning of Islam (a3\Y').

Linguistic (Arabic) meaning:

The word Islam comes from the root ~—J-u= (S-L-M) which gives meanings like:

Submission, Surrender, Obedience, Peace (as a result of submission)
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Qur’anic Verses:

In the Qur’an, Islam means submission to Allah alone—by belief, obedience, and action.
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Qur’an 3:19. “Indeed, the religion with Allah is Islam.”
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Bagra-2:208. “O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely [and perfectly] and do not follow

the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” — Saheeh International
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follow and (do) not completely Islam in Enter believel[d] who O you
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(208) open anenemy (is) foryou Indeed, he (of)the Shaitaan footsteps

Translation by Ibn Kathir:
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Explanation by Ibn Kathir:
Entering Islam in its Entirety is obligated: Allah says:
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O you who believe! Enter Silm perfectly,
Allah commands His servants who believe in Him and have faith in His Messenger to implement all
of Islam's legislation and law, to adhere to all of its commandments, as much as they can, and to
refrain from all of its prohibitions.
Compiled by: Md Shoaib Khan. Rtd.IPS. Shoaib_khan567@yahoo.com
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